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1. Issues & Opportunities 
 

Introduction 
This analysis is intended to describe the existing demographics 

of the Town of Westboro and identify the major demographic 

trends impacting Westboro over a 20-year planning period.  

 

Historical Population 
In the last half century, the Town of Westboro’s population has 

been fairly erratic.  Overall it has dropped by 123 people.  

From 1970 to 1980 the town gained 75 people, but then 

declined by 46 people from 1980 to 2000.   Table 1-1 details 

the population changes from 1950 to 2000 in the Town of 

Westboro. 

 

Table 1-1: Population 1950-2000 

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 

783 720 631 706 663 660 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

 

Population Forecasts 
The Wisconsin Department of Administration Demographic 

Services Center determined the following population 

projections in 2008.  The projections were based upon past and 

current population trends.  Table 1-2 illustrates population 

projections for the Town of Westboro. 

 

Table 1-2: Population Projections 2010-2030 

2005^ 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 

695 705 717 726 734 737 
Source: Demographic Services Center, Wisconsin Dept. of Administration 
^U.S. Census Bureau – Jan. 1, 2005 Estimate 

 

 

Age Characteristics 
The following two figures show age distribution and 

population by age for the Town of Westboro.  Figure 1-2 

shows the Town of Westboro age distribution for 1990 and 

2000.  Since 1990, persons between the age of 65 and 74 

decreased the most, losing 33.  Persons aged 45 to 54 increased 

by 29, and persons aged 55 to 64 increased by 26.  In the ten-

year period the town lost a total of 3 people. 

The population pyramid in Figure 1-3 represents a visual 

depiction of the age categories for 2000 in the Town of 

Westboro.
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Figure 1-2:
Town of Westboro Age Distribution, 1990 & 2000

1990 2000

   Source: 1990 & 2000 U.S. Census Bureau 
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Figure 1-3:
Town of Westboro Population by Age, 2000

Females =325 Males =335

 Source: 2000 U.S. Census Bureau 

 

Households 
Households are defined as a person or group of persons who 

live in a housing unit.  In a regular census count, these equal 

the count of occupied housing units.  The 2000 U.S. Census 

identified 261 households in the Town of Westboro.  Of those, 

179 are family households and 82 are non-family households.  

The average size of Westboro households is 2.53 persons per 

household, which is similar to Taylor County (2.58). 
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Table 1-3: Household Characteristics 

Total Number of Households 261    

 1 Person Household 69    

 Male Householders  38   

 Female Householders  31   

 2 or More Person Household 192    

 Family Households  179   

 Married Couple Families   151  

 Other Family   28  

 Male Householder - No Wife Present  16 

 Female Householder - No Husband Present  12 

 Non-Family Households  13   

Source: 2000 U.S. Census Bureau 

 

Household Forecasts 
Like population, household projections were completed in five-

year increments between 2000 and 2030.  Household 

projections were derived by the Wisconsin Department of 

Administration.   

 

Assuming a moderate rate of growth, the number of households 

in Westboro is estimated to increase by 46, or 16.3 percent 

between 2005 and 2030, approximately two per year.  This is 

approximately three percent higher than Taylor County’s 

increase of 13.6 percent.  Household projections for the Town 

of Westboro and Taylor County are displayed in Table 1-4. 

Table 1-4: Household Projections, 2005-2030 

 Westboro Taylor County 

2000 261^ 7,529^ 

2005 282 7,725 

2010 293 7,997 

2015 304 8,252 

2020 313 8,450 

2025 320 8,620 

2030 328 8,779 

% Change 2005-2030 +16.3% +13.6% 
Source: WI Department of Administration 
^ 2000 U.S. Census 

 

Education and Income Levels 
According to the 2000 Census, 80.5 percent of town residents  

in the Town of Westboro have a high school education or 

higher, which is higher than that of Taylor County at 78.3 

percent. 
Table 1-5 Educational Attainment 

 
Town of 

Westboro 
Taylor County 

Less than 9th Grade 24 1,308 

9th to 12th Grade, No Diploma 51 1,484 

High School Graduate 170 5,713 

Some College, No Degree 58 2,097 

Associate Degree 37 852 

Bachelor's Degree 34 1,007 

Graduate or Professional Degree 11 411 

Total 385 12,872 

Source: U.S. Census 2000 SF3 
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Median household income for the Town of Westboro was 

$33,021 according to the 2000 U.S. Census.  This is 

considerably lower than Taylor County’s median household 

income of $38,502.  Figure 1-4 breaks down household income 

in the Town of Westboro. 

 

Less than $10,000
7.2%

$10,000 to $19,999
16.2%

$20000 to $29,999
20.0%

$30,000 to $39,999
22.1%

$40,000 to $49,999
14.0%

$50,000 to $59,999
8.9%

$60,000 to $74,999
7.7%

$75,000 to $99,999
2.1%

$100,000 to $149,999
0.9%

$150,000 or more
0.9%

Figure 1-4:
Town of Westboro Annual Household Income 1999

 Source: 2000 U.S. Census Bureau 

 

Employment Characteristics 
Table 1-6 illustrates the breakdown of the employed population 

of the Town of Westboro in 2000.  The ‘employed population’ 

is defined as people living in the town who are 16 years and 

older and had a job at the time of the Census.  In 2000, the 

town had an employed population of 314.   

 

Table 1-6: Occupation by Sector 

Sector Number 

Management, professional, and related 
occupations 

77 

Service Occupations 48 

Sales and office operations 43 

Farming, fishing and forestry occupations 5 

Construction, extraction and maintenance 
occupations 

44 

Production, transportation and material 
moving occupations 

97 

Total 314 

Source: 2000 U.S. Census Bureau  

 

Employment Projections 
By analyzing Wisconsin Department of Workforce 

Development (DWD) employment data for Taylor County 

from 1975-2003, NWRPC derived employment projections for 

Taylor County.  Figure 1-5 reveals employment projections for 

Taylor County to 2030. 
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Source: DWD and NWRPC Projections 
 

Overall Goals, Objectives and Actions 
The overall goal is to maintain the quality of life in the Town 

of Westboro.  To do this, the overall objective is to guide future 

development and redevelopment of the community in a manner 

consistent with the element goals, objectives, actions, and 

identified programs contained in this document.  The overall 

result is to adopt and implement the comprehensive plan and 

continue to work in partnership with others. 
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